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PRINCE ALBERT OPEN STUDIOS
A POPULAR ART-EVENT IN THE HEART OF THE KAROO

You will probably have noticed, if you do much travelling,
that certain places seem to stand out from the rest, as hubs
of inspiration and innovation. It is as if something in the air
attracts more than its share of artists, creatives and colourful
characters. One of these places is the pretty little Karoo
dorpie of Prince Albert, set in the breath-taking beauty of
the surrounding Swartberg mountains. It is full of authentic,
charming old Karoo architecture and has a tangible creative
energy, which is hard to resist. With ample accommodation
to suit all tastes, foodie delights, local produce and art spots,
it is home to a broad cross section of respected artists.

media and acrylics, both traditional and contemporary, to
photography, sculpture, jewellery made from found objects,
land art, ceramics, and even some handcrafted knives,
kaleidoscopes and steam-punk light fittings made from old
Land Rover parts.
During this time the Prince Albert Art Gallery hosts important
Art Exhibitions, in addition to a group show, which features a
work from each participating Open Studio Artist, so visitors
can get an overview and identify those artists, who’s work
appeals to them. Maps, indicating the position of each studio
in the Town are available.

Twice a year, colourful bunting and sky-blue A-frame boards
pop up in front of various places around the town, marking
the studios of about 25 diverse artists and a couple of
galleries. These are opened to the public for a 4-day event.
Art lovers flock to enjoy a rare glimpse behind the scenes,
into the hallowed creative spaces where that alchemy
between materials and talent happens.

Leading up to the event, some artists offer workshops, so
visitors often make a week of it and leave town brimming
with fresh creative energy, and unique treasures in hand.
DATES:
3 to 6 January and 18 to 21 June 2020
Please visit the website and Facebook pages for info on
participating artists and a programme of events taking
place during this time.

Prince Albert Open Studios is the brainchild of celebrated
print-maker Joshua Miles and his wife Angela, who initiated
it when they moved to the town about 2 and a half years ago.
The idea is to offer local artists a chance to attract a wider
following for their art. It also brings a personal interface to
the business of creating and selling art. Being present when
something one has lovingly made resonates with someone
else, is a rewarding experience.

Prince Albert Tourism:
www.bookprincealbert.com
For any other information you may want about the
beautiful town.
www.princealbertopenstudios.co.za
Facebook: princealbertopenstudios
Instagram: prince_albert_open_studios

Visitors can find everything from ancient skills such as
blacksmithing, weaving, calligraphy, woodcutting and
etching, through a whole spectrum of paintings in oils, mixed
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1. JOSHUA MILES attended Michaelis Art School at The University of
Cape Town, where he was awarded The Michaelis Prize in his final
year. He has exhibited his paintings, reduction woodcuts and linocuts
widely in South Africa for the past 25 years and has lived solely
from his income as a full-time artist. Joshua attributes his interest
in printing to watching his aunt, art historian and artist Elsa Miles,
doing wood cuts when he was a child, and later, to Cecil Skotness
who taught him the technical aspects of the medium at Michaelis.
His inspiration comes from Japanese linocuts and the impressionists’
style of mark making and he is drawn to capturing how light moves
over landscape.
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she can remember. She expresses emotion through the human form,
always desiring to communicate and be understood - to be relevant,
hopeful and truthful – a part of the fiercely determined South African
Art movement.
5. LOUIS BOTHA is an old-school photographer, who believes you
don’t take a photo, you make it. He works with both film and digital,
but always uses the old film ethos of planning and making the perfect
shot first time. In Prince Albert, he is better known for his evocative
Karoo images, frequently in black and white, but he also loves street
photography. Whilst pursuing his career in finance, Louis was a
member of the Photographic Society in Pretoria, where he received
valuable mentorship from some leading photographers.

2. MARY ANNE BOTHA studied art at Michaelis, and now runs Prince
Albert Art Gallery, along with its owner Brent Philips-White. Since
university, art has been a huge and important part of her life. She
takes art, artists and customers all very seriously and is committed
to helping the artists in the area and the community in general on
many levels. Although a member of Prince Albert Open Studios, she
is unable to show at her own studio, due to Gallery commitments, so
she has some of her work on show at the gallery. She leans towards
abstract art, in mixed media, with a fair amount of photography and
collage in the mix.

6. PAT HYLAND is an engineer who had a company in Durban, where
he provided specialised parts for the equipment at the Harbour.
He is also a self-admitted fanatic when it comes to Land Rovers
and motorbikes. All this background has come together, since his
retirement, into an unusual artform. Pat makes beautifully conceived
and engineered ‘steampunk’ light fittings, which include Land Rover
parts.
7. COBUS VAN BOSCH, a retired journalist, has always had a fascination
with history, and the darker side of human nature. He finds old photos
that depict fascinating stories from history, often of incidents which
took place during war. One recent series shows women prisoners of
war who became guards, exploring the thin line between victims and
monsters. Many of his powerful works are painted in oils, using the
muted Zorn palette consisting of only 4 colours: Paynes Grey, Yellow
Ochre, Vermillion and White. (Traditionally, Paynes Grey would have
been black, but the new black paints have a different formula, which
lacks blue tones). As a hobby, he does Bonsai, so a visit to his studio
is a real visual treat.

3. PHILIP WILLEM BADENHORST was a Painting and Drawing
Lecturer at the Art Academy in Antwerp, Belgium for over 30 years.
He has owned a house in Prince Albert since 2001, spending many
months there on various painting retreats. Recently retired from
teaching, he can now spend more time in his Prince Albert studio. His
creative process is experienced as a form of meditation through the
construction of multiple layers of thinly applied acrylic paint.
4. MARIEKE PRINSLOO-ROWE is a highly celebrated sculptor, who
recently moved to the area with her young family. She grew up on
a horse farm in Cullinan, outside Pretoria, and has sculpted since
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8. SUE HOPPE studied Sciences at UKZN, Pietermaritzburg, and later
did a course in Ceramic Science at what is now NMU. In 1983, she
started a ceramic studio, exhibiting on various APSA exhibitions,
at local and national level, and had a solo exhibition at the EP Fine
Arts Gallery in 1990. After a fall from her horse, a damaged back
prevented further work in ceramics, and frustrated creativity led to a
successful career as an interior designer, including furniture design,
retailed through her shop, called El Gecko Designs. Throughout this
time, she pursued her interest in photography, culminating in a solo
exhibition of photographs in 1999, around the time she also started
painting, originally in oils, but lately incorporating photography and
mixed media with encaustic.

11. KEVIN DE KLERK completed his studies at the Vaal University of
Technology in 1994, where he obtained a BT Tech Degree in Fine Arts.
He received the Faculty award for best 4th year student as well as
Vice Chancellors award for best Post-Graduate. He has been active in
the art world since and has had several solo exhibitions with work in
Private Collections locally as well as abroad.
12. DI VAN DER RIET-STEYN works and lives in the village of Prince
Albert. Creating jewellery out of ‘found’ objects has been an obsession
since university. After studying at Stellenbosch, then London and
Germany, she worked in Plettenberg Bay, exhibiting widely and doing
a lot of commission work. Di and her family moved to Prince Albert 19
years ago. She continues to work with found objects in both gold and
silver. Di can also design and transform your sentimental shard or old
jewellery into something special.

9. WATERSHED is a cluster of four interlinked showrooms, which
opened in December 2011 in Prince Albert (Great Karoo). This collective
consists of a shop, Karoo Collection and three galleries, Jurgen
Schadeberg Gallery, Kevin de Klerk and the JP Meyer. Celebrating
Africa, the Karoo and all things beautiful, Watershed comprises four
interlinked showrooms of interior design, art, furniture and fashion,
situated inside a beautifully restored Victorian house.

13. CHRISTELLE SMIT has been a Prince Albert resident for the last 9
years and teaches English and Afrikaans at the local Swartberg High
School. She has always had a passion for painting and drawing, but
not always enough time. She is self-taught and has been painting for
the last year. She works in acrylic and oil pastels and is now focussing
on portraiture with the help of some input from another local artist,
Philip Badenhorst. Her other interests are interior decorating, reading
and gardening

10. DI SMITH is a self-taught, multidisciplinary and relatively new
artist, practicing art for abour 10 years, in between running her
Gallery in Cape Town for the last 17 years. Now retired from formal
employment and living in Prince Albert she means to focus on her
own art. As a late starter and with no rules to break, her work is
usually an expression of thoughts, emotions, ideas and experiences,
delivered in many different formats, including assemblage, sculpture,
painting, mixed media, textile work, conceptual art and photography.
Sometimes more alchemy than art!
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14. SONJA FOURIE moved from Hermanus in early 2019 and now has
her own studio space in Prince Albert. Sonja has been painting for the
last 10 years. She is not formally trained, but has worked with other
artists and in group sessions during that time. Nature is her biggest
inspiration. Acrylics are her favourite medium and she paints primarily
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local landscape scenes on canvas. She does some portraiture and
floral work and helps and guides new and budding artists in the
community.

of the shadows within Karoo buildings contrasting with the clarity
of light outside”. She describes her point of view as “impersonal,
uncommitted to any outcome, alone, reflective and compelling. Subtle
gradation of light gives the form substance”.

15. JANET DIRKSEN, part time resident of Prince Albert, was born
in Durban and after studying, she entered the textile industry as a
Textile Designer, and then Product design manager. Her professional
painting career began in earnest in 2011 under the mentorship of
Pascale Chandler. Her first solo, and successful exhibition “Karoo
Moodscapes” was held at the Prince Albert Gallery in 2015 and she
has since exhibited in many group shows throughout South Africa.
Janet’s emotional landscapes are portrayed using an abstract
Impressionist style, of the kind inspired by Turner.

18. SALLY ARNOLD is a Botanical Fine Artist and Designer who has,
since childhood, felt inspired to draw, model and paint. Her first
‘teachers’ were the forms and colours in nature, and she found the
“sculptural qualities of a bloom or plant” to be powerful incentives.
Sally feels strongly that “given humans’ exploitative tendencies
towards nature, drawing artistic attention to exquisite symbols of our
own, transient presence on earth becomes uniquely compelling as
time passes”. Sally studied Fine Art, majoring in sculpture at Cape
Town Technikon. At the Royal Academy in Antwerp, she received a
Master’s in Art History from Frankfurt’s J.W. Goethe University.

16. SAM REINDERS is an international award-winning photojournalist
and multimedia producer, currently based between her hometown
of Cape Town, South Africa and Kathmandu in Nepal. She holds a
graduate degree in visual communications from Ohio University. She
believes strongly in telling people’s stories – as personally as she can
and with as much empathy as possible. Although her work takes her
around the world, she’s happiest in the dust of the Karoo, where her
home, dog, and Prince Albert studio feed her energy.

19. LOUISA PUNT-FOUCHÉ has always had a creative zeal for drawing,
painting and writing poetry. Louisa describes herself as a “voracious
reader and explorer of ideas”, and therefore works in a wide range of
media, including pen and ink drawings on rice paper, line and aquatint
etchings, monotypes, collages, pastels, mixed media, conceptual art,
and environmental installations.
20. HELEEN DE HAAS, Calligrapher and conceptual artist, has a
different outlook on the concept of Open Studios. Her farm, Aswater,
is her canvas, and visitors experience a guided journey through its
art routes and creative features. The farm is known for Heleen’s
calligraphy studio and Die Letterhuis. The studio is the venue for
the courses she runs. It houses a collection of original pieces by
international calligraphers.

17. DIANE JOHNSON-ACKERMAN is a painter and printmaker who
loves “simplicity, clean lines, detail and definition”. She describes
mood to be an integral part of her message, which she achieves
through strong tonal contrasts in light and shade. Diane is inspired
by the landscape and architecture of the Karoo: “the light and space
and stillness, the mood that darkness and light evoke... the mystery
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21. SUE SAVAGE recently moved to Prince Albert and has been
delighted to have had the time to take up ceramics again after some
thirty years. Her petite studio features her artistic-functional ware,
thoughtfully displayed: flat-based, folded fruit bowls full of fruit;
elegant plates punctuated with seed pods; a variety of bowls; ceramic
spoons; fat urns; and small pots with succulents. For her latest pieces
she has been working with black clay, the earthy, visibly-tempered
matt finish juxtaposed with the glossy colours of the glazes.

meaning”. She feels that her art journey “describes the wide emotional
spectrum of life - sharing those fleeting moments of beauty in nature,
as well as the gravity and grace of our common humanity”.
25. PRINCE ALBERT GALLERY showcases a wide variety of South
African artists, and in particular promotes artists local to the Prince
Albert area. It exhibits a range of media, and has sustained itself by
showing and selling art to a diverse cliental of South African and
international visitors. The gallery is owned and run by Brent PhillipsWhite and Mary Anne Botha, who have a strong policy to support
local artists as much as possible. During Prince Albert Open Studios,
the gallery hosts a group exhibition showcasing a piece from each
participating artist. The exhibiting guest artist at the Gallery during
the January 2020 Open Studios weekend will be Deidre Maree.

22. COLLETTE HURT loves collecting and works with found and
repurposed materials. What speaks to her about the found objects in
the Karoo is their ‘desert patina’. “Things like metal, bones and wood
are preserved well in a dry climate. They don’t ‘rot away’. There is a
strong sense of age in the Karoo, and even though it is teeming with
life, it has an abandoned, uninhabited vibe. ‘Remains’ and ‘discarded’
objects are so perfect to work with in this environment. My work
is very minimal as well, which I think owes to the simplicity of the
Karoo”.

26. DEIDRE MAREE is a fine artist and art teacher based in Durban
who paints landscapes in oil and acrylic, investigating the photographs
she has taken and interpreting the memories of what she has seen
in those places. The very personal act of witnessing and recording
is then expressed through a manipulation of compositional elements
to demonstrate a response to space, colour, light and form. By
representing the natural and emotional world with dignity the painting
becomes a description of both the physical and metaphysical, and a
reflection of a state of being.

23. MARIANA BOTHA started out as a maths teacher and then as a
lecturer in Economics. In her mid-forties, she acted on her creative
aspirations and studied interior design and decorating. Since then
she has successfully run her own interior decorating and design
company, BM Interiors. After moving to Prince Albert, Mariana
began painting and attending various art courses. Mariana, who
always wanted to paint, started following her dream when she and
her husband, Louis Botha moved to Prince Albert. In this period,
she actively started to paint, and to attend various art courses.

27. TURID BERGSTEDT has been making kaleidoscopes since 1992,
after completing her studies in Fine Art, Journalism and Photography
at Rhodes University. Her favourite media are kaleidoscopes and
papier mâché sculpture. Early on in her career she was involved
with papier mâché design, manufacturing children’s furniture. Turid’s
passion for kaleidoscope manufacture is not only the science and
mathematics involved in the process, but that the making puts one
in touch with oneself.

24. RENÉE CALITZ did a BA Fine Arts Degree and Higher Education
Diploma at Stellenbosch University, to become an art teacher.
She paints and works in pastels. She uses the ‘real world’ as a
representation of the invisible, such as celebration, loss, and joy.
She describes herself as a born observer and researcher; and uses
mark-making in various media to record her “pilgrimage of making

28. THE PRINCE ALBERT WEAVERY has been handweaving rugs
and fine weavings to the trade and public market, nationally and
internationally, since 1983. Offering a range from traditional to
contemporary design, Karoo Looms works closely with its clients in
supplying of the best quality mohair rugs available in South Africa,
rugs that add aesthetic value to homes and businesses alike.
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29. STRIKING METAL was established in 2001 and has since been
forging exclusive bespoke, mainly architectural metalwork. Fusing
ancient techniques with traditional and contemporary design, artist
blacksmith Kashief Booley has adorned many homes and buildings
with his signature work. Now focusing more on his own creativity
and product, Kashief welcomes you to visit his forge and showroom,
where you will experience and learn more of this ancient craft and
his works.
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